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907 - INDIAN EDUCATIONPOLICIES/PROCEDURES 

 
I. Purpose  

 
The Board of Education desires to develop the best possible working relationship with representatives of 
the Indian community.   

 
II. General Statement of Policy 

 
The Board recognizes that the relevance of its educational programs for Indian students depends to a large 
degree upon the insights, special knowledge and concerns that only Indian parents and Tribal Officials of 
District #2580 can bring to the Board and its professional staff.  The District Superintendent is instructed 
to maintain formal and informal communication channels between the parents and tribal officials and the 
district staff.  He/she is further instructed to keep the Board fully informed of the effectiveness of this 
policy and, when necessary, to make informed recommendations for improving the effectiveness. 
 

III. Administrative Procedures 
 

The following serves as the administrative procedures relating to the dealings between ISD #2580, East 
Central Publics Schools, and the Lake Lena Band, Mille Chippewa, of the Cass Lake Chippewa Tribe of 
Minnesota.  Information:  The Superintendent of Schools or designee shall set a meeting date, at least 
once annually, then advertise such date in the official newspaper of the District, for that meeting to be held 
for the purpose of informing all parents and Tribal Officials of the programs which are available to the 
District as a result of the presence of the Indian Community.  If necessary, an Ad Hoc committee will be 
established to review the Indian input and opportunity for input and the District #2580’s response to the 
Indian comments recommending changes in the District #2580’s policies and procedures, and recommend 
modification of the policies and procedures, if necessary, to respond to the Indian input.  District #2580 
will provide for a School Board meeting to modify the IPP, if necessary.  The programs shall be those 
listed below, but are not specifically limited to the listing as follows: 
 

1. Federal Impact Aid 
2. Title VII, Part A, Indian Education Act  
3. Indian Post-Secondary Education Act of Minnesota Consultant 

 
At such meetings, the Superintendent of Schools shall inform the parents and tribal officials of the 
programs, shall explain such programs, and shall seek input and direction (for additions to programs and for 
elimination of programs) as to the needs of the students relative to the educational setting within the District.  
Programs of the East Central Public Schools shall be modified in any instance when it is found that Indian 
children are not able to participate on an equal  basis. 
 

IV. Involvement 
 

The parents and tribal officials shall be expected to recommend, from the list of applicants for Indian 
Program positions, persons who would best satisfy the needs of both the Indian Community and the School 
District.  Emphasis will be given to the hiring of Indians into such positions, however, such hiring shall be 
subject to the School District’s Equal Opportunity Employment Policy.  Proper minutes of each meeting 
shall be kept, including the time, place, persons present and general topics of discussion, motions, etc. 
 

V. Membership  
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Because of the small number of Indians at the Lake Lena Reservations (less than 50), all parents shall be 
considered to be part of all advisory committees, parent committees, etc. 

 
VI. General Meetings, Committees, Dissemination of Information: 

 
Meetings shall be held at least once annually at a location convenient for all those invited.  All parents and 
tribal officials shall be invited, both through advertisements in the official District newspaper and by letter.  
Parents and tribal officials shall be provided with copies of all applications, policies, evaluations, etc., which 
impact the Indian community.  In addition, the parents and tribal officials shall be provided adequate time 
and opportunity to present their views pertaining to these programs. 

 
VII. General Recommendations: 

 
The programs that relate specifically to the Indian Community shall have the input of the parents of the 
children and of the tribal officials of the Lake Lena Band.  As a means of establishing these programs, the 
following input shall be requested from the Indian Community: 
 
A. The needs of the children shall be assessed in terms of their academic needs as they relate to the social, 

physical and emotional aspects of the school programs. 
B. The parents and tribal officials shall be apprised of their responsibility in assisting the District.  The total 

education of the child shall be the goal of both the District and the programs. 
C. The parents and tribal officials shall be asked to recommend ways in which the East Central School 

District can better serve the children.  District #2580 officials will review school data and comments 
from tribal officials and parents to assess the extent of Indian children’s participation in the educational 
program on an equal basis.  If necessary, and Ad Hoc Committee will be established to prepare a 
modified educational program to ensure equal participation in the program by Indian children.  These 
recommendations should not be limited to the academic, but should also include the emotional, cultural, 
health and social needs of their children. 

D. The parental and tribal input in all programs shall be understood to be of the “recommendation” type.  
All parental and tribal input must be weighed in terms of other statutes, rules, etc., which govern the 
East Central Schools. 

 
VIII. Dissemination of Policy: 

 
Because of the small number of families involved, this policy shall be given to each family and to each 
tribal official in the Indian Community.  It shall be included, annually, in the letter of invitation outlining 
that meeting. 

 
IX. Accountability: 

 
The East Central School District, as part of its general administrative policy, shall include the auditing of 
the finances of all programs as part of its general audit.  In addition, an informal evaluation of all Indian 
Programs shall be conducted each year.  A formal evaluation shall be completed each four years, and shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following: 
 

A. Program Content 
B. Program Intent 
C. Program Financial Records 
D. Appropriateness 
E. Other copies of such evaluations shall be provided for each parent as part of the 

agenda of the annual meetings 


